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The Reform

From 6 March 2026, the Department of Home Affairs has implemented what it
describes as the most significant reform to visa processing in over a decade. The
overhaul introduces standardised, technology-driven service targets aimed at
substantially reducing visa wait times across multiple visa streams.

Key Changes

The new processing framework introduces several important changes:

Faster target timelines across major visa categories. Student visa processing, which
previously took 4 or more months in many cases, now has a target of 8 weeks. Partner
visa processing targets have also been tightened, though complex cases will still take
longer.

Technology-driven assessment tools are being deployed to assist case officers in
identifying straightforward applications that can be processed more quickly, while
flagging complex cases for more detailed review.
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Real-time tracking improvements allow applicants to monitor their application status
more accurately through the ImmiAccount portal.

What This Means for Applicants

If you have a pending visa application, you may see faster processing than you
expected. However, I want to set realistic expectations:

1. Target timelines are not guarantees. The Department has set aspirational
targets, but complex cases, incomplete applications, and security checks will still
cause delays.

2. Quality of your application matters more than ever. With faster processing,
there is less time for the Department to request additional information. Submit a
complete, well-documented application from the start.

3. Do not assume faster processing means easier approval. The assessment
criteria have not changed — only the speed at which decisions are made.

My Advice

This is a welcome development. Long processing times have caused enormous stress
and uncertainty for applicants and their families. However, I caution against
complacency. A faster “no” is still a “no.”

The best way to take advantage of faster processing is to ensure your application is
complete, well-documented, and addresses all relevant criteria from day one. If you
are unsure about any aspect of your application, seek professional advice before
lodging.
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Disclaimer

This article is published by MyVisa Lawyers Pty Ltd (ABN 54 607 960 547) for general
informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice, migration advice, or a
substitute for professional consultation. Immigration law is complex and subject to
frequent change. The information in this article was accurate at the time of publication
but may not reflect current law or policy. You should not act or refrain from acting on
the basis of this article without first obtaining professional advice specific to your
circumstances. No solicitor-client relationship is created by reading this article. MyVisa
Lawyers Pty Ltd accepts no liability for any loss arising from reliance on the contents of
this article.
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